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Quick overview of Global Challenges Research Fund
New feature in the UK research funding landscape that presents both opportunities and challenges for our research community
This is an evolving agenda that has kept the RFD team busy over the last few months 
Useful to provide an update to the whole team


 




Global Context (UK Alignment)
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

2https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The UK Aid Strategy sits in the wider international context of a world development strategy spearheading by the United Nations.  



On 25 September 2015, the 193 countries of the UN General Assembly adopted the 2030 Development Agenda titled Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), officially known as Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is a set of seventeen aspirational "global Goals" with 169 targets between them . Spearheaded by the United Nations, through a deliberative process involving its 193 Member States, as well as global civil society ,the goals are contained in paragraph 54 United Nations Resolution A/RES/70/1 of 25 September 2015.[1] 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300


UK Funding Landscape
• Research Councils

• EU (H2020 collaborative bids)

• Charities and Foundations

• Societies

• Innovate UK

• Industry
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Most are geared towards funding UK researchers
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Specific UK Funding to Work with 
Oversees Partners

• Department for International Development (DfID) (£1.5bn)

• Newton Fund (£735m UK contribution; 15 partner 
countries providing matched resources within the fund)

• The Global Challenges Research Fund GCRF (£1.5bn)

• Ross Fund (£1bn focused on health)

• Fleming Fund (£195 million focused on antimicrobial 
resistance)



What is the GCRF?
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Use divider pages to break up your presentation into logical sections and to provide a visual break for the viewer. The title can be one or two lines long. 




6

Global Challenges Research Fund (GCRF) 
GCRF - £1.5bn development funding for research (2016/17 – 2020/21). 

Aims:

• address complex Global societal challenges

• support frontier interdisciplinary research and innovation, build 
capability both within UK and developing countries

• advance agendas for sustainable development, eradicate poverty, 
combat inequalities and strengthen global governance

• provide agile response to sudden emergencies or new opportunities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Government Spending Review on 25 November 2015 announced “a new £1.5 billion Global Challenges Fund, to ensure UK science takes the lead in addressing the problems faced by developing countries, whilst developing our ability to deliver cutting-edge research”.  


 The Global Challenges Research Fund (GCRF) is a new £1.5bn fund, to run for five years from 2016/17 to 2020/21. The overarching aim of the fund is to address the problems faced by developing countries, whilst also enhancing the UK’s capacity to deliver cutting-edge research. 
In large part the GCRF is intended to support interdisciplinary, challenge-led research projects and the fund will be administered by a range of national bodies, with the Research Councils as the main delivery partners. 
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RCUK GCRF Challenge Areas



Delivery Partners
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GCRF: Key Criteria
• Research Excellence new approaches not constrained by 

traditional methodologies or disciplinary silos

• Official Development Assistance (ODA) compliance OECD 
guidelines

• Equitable Partnerships and Building Capacity strong and 
enduring partnerships between UK and developing-country 
researchers to enhance the research and innovation 
capacity of both

• Impact: Problem and Solution Focused substantial impact 
on improved social welfare, economic development, and 
environmental sustainability globally

• Co-creation of solutions 9



Funding Calls
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Global-NAMRIP
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Global-NAMRIP

12



Next Steps
• Yesterday: Projects talks. New partnerships and follow-on 

funding.

• This morning: Developing research questions, key 
problems, likely solutions, new partnerships in order to 
continue development of research projects.

• GCRF deadlines are short so we need research teams and 
ideas that are well formed (individual projects and Global-
NAMRIP.

• NAMRIP will monitor funding calls, disseminate and offer 
bid support.
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Any questions?



OECD DAC Country List
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The DAC List of ODA Recipients effective as at 1 January 2015 for reporting on 2014, 2015 and 2016 flows is available here. The DAC List of ODA Recipients shows all countries and territories eligible to receive official development assistance (ODA). These consist of all low and middle income countries based on gross national income (GNI) per capita as published by the World Bank, with the exception of G8 members, EU members, and countries with a firm date for entry into the EU. The list also includes all of the Least Developed Countries (LDCs) as defined by the United Nations (UN).
 
ODA Eligibility
Membership of the OECD or the DAC does not affect eligibility to receive ODA. Several OECD members have been on the DAC List for many years and continue to receive ODA. Currently no DAC members are on the list, but the DAC has made clear that leaving the list is not a requirement for DAC membership. Likewise the provision of statistics to the DAC Secretariat has no bearing on a country's eligibility to receive ODA. Today there are a number of countries that are both significant providers and recipients of ODA - e.g. Turkey and Thailand, both of which report their flows to the DAC.
 
Updates to List - The DAC revises the list every three years. Countries that have exceeded the high-income threshold for three consecutive years at the time of the review are removed.
�The DAC List presents countries and territories in groups. The Least Developed Countries (LDCs) as defined by the United Nations are in the first column; the other columns show all other ODA recipients according to their Gross National Income (GNI) per capita as reported by the World Bank. 
 
The next review of the DAC List will take place in 2017.
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